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- So little can mean so much to our soldiers

Many ways to thank our military 
personnel 

By Catherine Moy 

Jan Martinelli traveled in May with her mother from Solano County to Washington, D.
C., for the dedication of the overdue World War II memorial. Her father was 86 years 
old and didn't want to travel across the United States, so Jan and her mother went 
instead. 

Her father served in the Pacific during the war, and Jan is thankful for his and all of 
our veterans' service to our country. The memorial honors 16 million who fought for 
freedom in World War II and the more than 400,000 who gave their lives. 

"I had promised God I would say 'thank you' to every soldier I met," she wrote to me 
in an e-mail. "Well, in our hotel one morning as my mom and I were eating 
breakfast, in comes a soldier; up I jump 'thank you' ... then in comes another couple 
of soldiers, again I'm on the rise." 

Jan spent a lot of time on her feet, thanking our soldiers. She and her mother had 
chosen to eat at a spot that was one-half mile from the Pentagon. 

Her visit to the memorial touched Jan, and she hasn't stopped thanking the men and 
women who continue to fight tyranny and hate on our behalf. She wrote to me after 
reading last week's column, as did many local people who want to send socks and 
other goods to our soldiers serving overseas in the war on terror. 

Though the whiners and haters in our society get the most play in news headlines, 
along the stories of car bombs and death in Iraq, soldiers, Marines and other 
warriors are making the world a better, safer place. 

We do not work hard enough to let our soldiers know how thankful we are for their 
work. Paul Wiese wrote to me and offered a Web site that can help us show our 
thanks. 

"It lists requests from over 700 service members in Iraq and Afghanistan for letters 
and other things they could use," Wiese wrote to me. "It often tells their story, and 
has some photos as well. Those listed are points of contact for other members in 
their unit as well. What a great way to feel connected with our service members." 

Paul and his wife have sent packages to soldiers. Thank you, Paul. The site is www.
anysoldier.us. 

Meanwhile, the women of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 165, Vacaville, are 
sending packages to soldiers. 

"Many of those we adopt are from Vacaville or have ties to our veterans' 
community," said Kelli Germeraad, project coordinator. 

The women plan to send more in January and they are collecting items now. Please 
call Kelli at 446-8505, Donna Sooter, president American Legion Auxiliary Unit 165 at 
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449-8091, or Kathleen Heeren at 447-3702. 

Kelli has been the best friend and advocate for our soldiers. I want to thank her and 
everybody who remembers our fighting men and women. 

The author, a lifelong Fairfield resident, can be reached at Poohdo@aol.com. 

  RETURN TO TOP 

Media News Group partners: 
Northern California: 
Alameda Times-Star - Alameda, CA 
Argus - Fremont, CA 
Daily Review - Hayward, CA 
Daily Democrat - Woodland, CA 
Chico Enterprise Record - Chico, CA 
Ft. Bragg Advocate-News - Fort Bragg, CA 
Lake County Record Bee - Lakeport, CA 
Marin Independent Journal - Marin, CA 
Mendocino Beacon - Mendocino, CA 
Milpitas Post - Milpitas, CA 
The Oakland Tribune - Oakland, CA 

Pacifica Tribune- Pacifica, CA 
Paradise Post - Paradise, CA 
Oroville Mercury Register - Oroville, CA 
Red Bluff Daily News - Red Bluff, CA 
The Reporter - Vacaville, CA 
San Mateo County Times - San Mateo, CA 
Eureka Times-Standard - Eureka, CA 
Times-Herald - Vallejo, CA 
Tri-Valley Herald - Pleasanton, CA 
Ukiah Daily Journal - Ukiah, CA 
Willits News - Willits, CA 
SolanoJobs.com - Solano County, CA 

Southern California: 
Inland Valley Daily Bulletin - Ontario, CA 
Los Angeles Daily News - Los Angeles, CA 
Long Beach Press-Telegram - Long Beach, CA 
Pasadena Star-News - Pasadena, CA 
Redlands Daily Facts - Redlands, CA 
San Bernardino Sun - San Bernardino, CA 
San Gabriel Valley Tribune - San Gabriel, CA 
Whittier Daily News - Whittier, CA 

http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30250%257E2562140,00.html (2 of 3)11/27/2004 3:44:58 PM

http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30206%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30287%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30176%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E33086%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30247%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E33051%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30199%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30181%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30184%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30198%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30208%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E32956%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30245%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30272%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30357%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30358%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30371%257E,00.html
http://63.192.157.117/classlink
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30164%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30289%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30290%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30422%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30187%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30723%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30610%257E,00.html
http://63.192.157.117/PDF/reprint.pdf
http://63.192.157.117/PAL/index.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30719%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E33743%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E32985%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30175%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30209%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E31042%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30356%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E32570%257E,00.html
http://motorway.thereporter.com/
http://www.solanojobs.com/
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30200%257E,00.html
http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30259%257E,00.html
mailto:Poohdo@aol.com
http://www.timesstar.com/
http://www.theargusonline.com/
http://www.dailyreviewonline.com/
http://www.dailydemocrat.com/
http://www.chicoer.com/
http://www.advocate-news.com/
http://www.record-bee.com/
http://www.marinij.com/
http://www.mendocinobeacon.com/
http://www.themilpitaspost.com/
http://www.oaklandtribune.com/
http://www.pacificatribune.com/
http://www.paradisepost.com/
http://www.orovillemr.com/
http://www.redbluffdailynews.com/
http://www.thereporter.com/
http://www.sanmateocountytimes.com/
http://www.times-standard.com/
http://www.timesheraldonline.com/
http://www.trivalleyherald.com/
http://www.ukiahdailyjournal.com/
http://www.willitsnews.com/
http://www.solanojobs.com/
http://www.dailybulletin.com/
http://www.dailynewslosangeles.com/
http://www.press-telegram.com/
http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/
http://www.redlandsdailyfacts.com/
http://www.sbsun.com/
http://www.sgvtribune.com/
http://www.whittierdailynews.com/


The Reporter - Cat Moy

 

 

http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30250%257E2562140,00.html (3 of 3)11/27/2004 3:44:58 PM

http://www.thereporter.com/Stories/0,1413,295%257E30289%257E,00.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v3|31d1|0|0|%2a|d;44306;0-0;0;8682118;3454-728|90;0|0|0;;~sscs=%3f

	thereporter.com
	The Reporter - Cat Moy


	LKMKPCPHJEFHFFCDFCMKEDDIFCMNIBOE: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 




