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Roberts said Stan Lim / The Press-Enterprise
Ann Roberts, of Riverside, began knitting scarves

she nearly three years ago after hearing about one soldier
whose life was saved with a scarf to cover a

canceled her gunshot wound. This year the number of scarves

jumped to more than 1,400 after she received

Thanksgiving donations from friends and local knitting groups.

Designs for comfortable living

Day family trip

to Minnetonka, Minn., so she could finish sending the scarves.

Roberts and her husband, Fred, repackaged all but about 600 of the
scarves at $1 per scarf and sent them through the U.S. Postal Service

instead.

"We have to support our boys," Fred Roberts said. "These are all
strangers. We realized most of them are just kids. It was a moment of

truth.”
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Roberts began knitting scarves three years ago after hearing about one

soldier whose life was saved with a scarf to cover a gunshot wound.

Her previous 250 scarves jumped to more than 1,400 this year after
she received donations from friends and local knitting groups. More
than 1,000 scarves came in the final two weeks of the drive before
Veterans Day. One 88-year-old Calimesa woman knitted 88 scarves,

one for each year of her life. A blind woman knitted other scarves.

The Robertses' daughter Lisa Schmid helped her mother pay for the
shipping by using contacts from her stamping and scrapbook business.
Within a few days, neighbors, friends and customers offered to help
cover whatever the family needed and someone even left a card with a

check for $30 on their door.

"My mom has the biggest heart in the whole world and everyone knows
it," Schmid said. "People told us to consider this an early Christmas gift

to the soldiers."

Other donations came as care packages and toiletries for troops from

people who wanted to help but couldn't knit a scarf in time.

The family shipped the scarves through the Web site Anysoldier.com.
The site is operated by Marty and Sue Horn, of La Plata, Md., and

connects donations with troops from each division of the military
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overseas.

"A lot of these folks have wings and they don't know it," Marty Horn

said.

Reach John Asbury at 951-567-2408 or jasbury@PE.com
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