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Wentzville police dispatcher makes connections with soldiers in

Iraq

By Jessica Bock

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH
01/03/2007

WENTZVILLE — Della Williams doesn't have any family members who serve in the military,
but the 34-year-old police dispatcher has made it her business to adopt a few.

It started in 2003 when Williams and her co-workers at the Wentzville Police Department
adopted one of their officers who was deployed to Kosovo. The following Christmas, Williams
wanted to help again. She began reading websites that connected her with soldiers stationed
overseas, such as www.anysoldier.com.

"It just takes you through so many emotions. You feel their homesickness," Williams said.

Since then, Williams has raised money for care packages for soldiers and helped others learn
of programs that help soldiers. She organized a softball tournament in 2005 and the first
Support Our Soldiers Motorcycle Ride from Wentzville to the state Capitol in Jefferson City.
She has set up booths at Wal-Mart stores in Lake Saint Louis and Wentzville. A trivia night
also was held.

She estimates she has raised $8,000.

If the fundraising doesn't keep her busy enough, Williams also is writing letters and e-mails to
about 10 soldiers. She also sends them care packages. Some are simple, filled with
shampoo and hygiene items. Others are less practical and more fun with snacks like gum
and Pringles. She also sends care packages with holiday themes for Halloween or
Christmas.
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To help with soldier
support events organized
by Williams, call her at
636-456-8454 or e-mail
her at della@liasway.com.

"l stand behind my American military and | want to
support them and let them know how proud | am of
them."

YESTERDAY'S MOST E-MAILED STORIES

« Dave Barry's Year-End Review
« Wine store brings taste to its displays

« World's smallest dog: Her bark is bigger than she
is

« Florissant mom loves to Dumpster dive

« Louis R. Luketich Founder of Seniors' Golf
Association

« Jeff Schunk rolls with the rock stars

« Tums made (quietly) in St. Louis

« Area nurse remembers days monitoring
Saddam's health

« No, no, | said to NOT lick that

« Missouri school districts going to court for more

state money
[Last 7 Days]


http://oas-central.realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.stltoday.com/news/stcharles/1439044286/Top/Postnet/PundmannFordLDR-123106/ldrbrd_pundmanMan.gif/34316464343037373435396239373130?
http://www.stltoday.com/news
http://www.stltoday.com/business
http://www.stltoday.com/sports
http://www.stltoday.com/entertainment
http://www.stltoday.com/lifestyle
http://www.stltoday.com/neighborhoods
http://www.stltoday.com/jobs
http://www.stltoday.com/autos
http://www.stltoday.com/realestate
http://www.stltoday.com/shopping
javascript:increaseFontSize();
javascript:decreaseFontSize();
http://www.stltoday.com/news/city-county
http://www.stltoday.com/news/city-county
http://www.stltoday.com/news/metro-east
http://www.stltoday.com/news/stcharles
http://www.stltoday.com/news/jefferson+county
http://www.stltoday.com/news/law
http://www.stltoday.com/news/missouri
http://www.stltoday.com/news/politics
http://www.stltoday.com/news/nation
http://www.stltoday.com/news/world
http://www.stltoday.com/news/specialreports
http://www.stltoday.com/news/education
http://www.stltoday.com/news/religion
http://www.stltoday.com/news/science
http://www.stltoday.com/news/obituaries
http://www.stltoday.com/news/ride
http://www.stltoday.com/columnists#news
http://www.stltoday.com/news/editorial
http://www.stltoday.com/news/editorial
http://www.stltoday.com/news/specialreports#news
http://www.stltoday.com/photogalleries#news
http://www.stltoday.com/news/corrections
http://www2.uclick.com/client/slp/nw/
http://www.stltoday.com/help/archives/simplesearch
http://www.stltoday.com/news
http://www.stltoday.com/news/stcharles
http://oas-central.realmedia.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.stltoday.com/news/stcharles/285377830/Frame1/default/empty.gif/34316464343037373435396239373130?
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/lifestyle/stories.nsf/everyday/story/245703EB0C601CA9862572520005082D?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/business/stories.nsf/story/7F6C74593A5AA2CA86257254000A2B93?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/lifestyle/stories.nsf/pets/story/4AF7F9E8B8F2729386257252007B4A65?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/lifestyle/stories.nsf/pets/story/4AF7F9E8B8F2729386257252007B4A65?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/A317C25D626936A086257257000E270F?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stcharles/story/60CA21B69512E7AE862572570019A3BB?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stcharles/story/60CA21B69512E7AE862572570019A3BB?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/entertainment/stories.nsf/music/story/5E0516E777C3CF8F8625725300812BFD?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/8C9341E74FE1A44386257256000702F4?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/1EA24471C8BC29EE86257255000CA548?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/1EA24471C8BC29EE86257255000CA548?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/lifestyle/columnists.nsf/suburbanfringe/story/8F1E95148F8B492F86257248006914F3?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/education/story/746AEC1D6B669AA386257257001547FE?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/education/story/746AEC1D6B669AA386257257001547FE?OpenDocument
http://www.stltoday.com/topemaf
http://www.stltoday.com/news/weather
http://www.stltoday.com/news/weather
http://www.stltoday.com/news/weather
http://www.stltoday.com/news/weather

STLtoday - News - St. Charles

Each package can take a couple of hours to put together, when accounting for shopping for
items, filling out customs forms, packaging it and sending it off. If she hasn't organized a

READER VALUES fundraiser to pay for it, the money comes out of her pocket. TOP JOBS
ST. LOUIS' BEST Knowing that her letters and packages lift a soldier's spirits and show him or her they have

BRIDAL support is what drives her, Williams said. And trying to get others involved, she said.

Williams would one day like to run an armed forces support organization.

BLOG ZONE

CONTESTS "l stand behind my American military, and | want to support them and let them know how

proud | am of them," she said. "Just a letter or card can change the course of a day, lift a

SN EALENRAR spirit and put a smile on someone's face."

FORUMS
The Missouri National Guard recently honored Williams with a plaque for her volunteer work.
GET RSS FEEDS

MAPS & YELLOW Missouri National Guard Spc. Melinda Runyon helped Williams organize a trivia night for a
PAGES group of soldiers.

WISAIESRE SIS "She works long hours, but she still puts a lot of time into doing this," said Runyon, 23. "She
PERSONALS really wants to grow and expand (her work)."

SIGN UP FOR

It's likely Runyon will soon know what it's like to receive one of Williams' care packages. She

S is headed for Irag with her Guard unit.

"There's no doubt in my mind that we'll all be getting packages,"” Runyon said. "She is such a
dedicated person."”
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